At first glance, there seems to be little relationship between herbicides and e-cigarettes. Yet e-cigarettes contain a number of toxic compounds that pose a public health threat that is proving difficult to evaluate. These are being pushed on the public as a safer alternative to tobacco use, which they are not. 12 There is no evidence that they assist in giving up tobacco addiction and present the user with a whole new range of respiratory and cardiovascular hazards. 13 Use of e-cigarettes in the home introduces children to a new range of toxic exposures. 13 These are but a few examples of the toxic chemical environment that public health is called on to manage. It is a difficult because of the scale of human exposures and the numerical and political strength of those who profit from marketing. Risk has to be balanced with the need to promote the overall health and nutrition of our communities. This requires a strong grounding of our public health graduates in epidemiology, risk management, and environmental assessment. We call on all Schools of Public Health in our region to increase their education efforts in assessing environmental hazard exposures, to eliminate potentially risky chemicals from our water and food supplies, and to eliminate the newly emerging pollution hazard of e-cigarettes.
